


PROPOSED TESTIMQ?.T ; Richard C, Nagell, September 19, 1966 

United States District Court, El Paso, Texas 


Your Honor, ladies and gentlemen of the Jury I think 1 aa correct in 

eaylns that the purpose of the trial adversary system is to bring out the truth, 
preferably the whole truth — surely, nothin?; hut the truth - so that a Just verdict 
may be reachad in accordance with the law* 

As I understand it, a trial called pursuant to /iiacrlcaii standards of juris^ 
prudence is not meant to turn into a game vhereby the truth Is sacrificed for con- 
venience or wltheld to accom-uedate a circumvention of relevant fact* Nor Is the 
system deslgced for staging a pageant of subtle miareprcgcntatlons in order to 
gratify everybody but the defendant that justice Is being administered* 

This Is precisely why I Itave taken the stand. Because this trial haa 
evolved Into soicethlng more than a contest between the nro^ecn^on and the defense, 
with both sides seeking to win the day through the preseatatloii of carefully selected 
witnesses, some of thecn mlslnfortied, many of them mistaken, and deceptive evidence, 
while evading, by mutual agreement, vital material issues that would allow the Court 
to view my case In its proper perspective* — 

Consequently, the truth — or at least a vast area of the truth — has not 
been produced at this trial, ^or was It produced at my initial trial In 1964* As a 
matter of fact, the truth in ry case has never been raised to the suriasr:^ despite 
the certainty that a great deal of it la known to the governtieur, 

Tiius, I have elected to testify la order to euaure that for once the truth 
is mode available for considcratijn by this Court, even though I posses'? absolutely 
no hope of gaining tangible benefit from my testimony . I shall, howaver, as my 
story unfolds, be given the satisfaction of kaowli.g that ny formtir colleagues will 
now be able to ascertain why I did vhat I did on September 20, 1963; why my case has 
been prosecuted with such diligence, and why, since the very beginning, my defense 
has been directed along the route leading to confinement in a mental institution if 
I should, by soma fluke, be acquitted* 

Before 1 get to the meat of testimony I feel it pertinent to advise the 
Court that such testimony will necessarily link me, however, obliquely, with a 
domes tlc-itisplrcd, domestic-^ formulated, and domes tic'^spouso red conspiracy to 
Bssassinate a Chief Executive of the United States and other highly '"placed govern?i:eut 
officials. But I want it to be clearly undarstood that this link stemed from my 
cognizance of the conspiracy rather than niy participation in it. 

Also, 1 wish to advise at this point that it was, in my soon-to-ba qualified 
opinion, a direct result of my arreat that this conspiracy did not mnteriallze; and 
that if the Federal Bureau of Investigation had bothered to conduct even a cursory 
inquiry Into ny allegations rogardlng the conspiracy and one of its original 
perpetrators, Lee Harvy Oswald, President Kennedy would probably still be alive. 

Further, I wish to advise that I made every reasonable effort, under 
the prevailing circuinstances, to testify before the Warren Commlsaloii when it was 
in session. 
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Novp I shall advance five presses which wlll^ evcntimll^^ I sure, 
be proven to your satisfactions 

First : That the reason 1 did vbat I did In the bank three years ago uos 

for the sole purpose of having myself arrested and detained temporarily by federal 
authorities # 

Secon d : That prior to rsy arrest I had notified the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, by registered mall, of a pending conspiracy to D^urder the President 
of the United States during the latter part of Septeinber 1963* 

Third ; That since the date of my arrest, during my appeal from conviction, 
and pirlor to this trial I was beaten. Intimidated, and coerced by the authorities 
because I refused to talk and/or give Inforoatlon, and on one occasion when I refused 
to submit to hypnosis by a psychologist at Leavenworth Penitentiary I was forcibly 
administered a dan^aroua drug until my physical condition commanded it be stopped. 

That, also at Leavenworth Penitentiary, I was subject ad for a ten-day period to 

what can, at Its best, only be described as brutal treatment, iJfecause I refused to answer 

questions* 


Fourt h; That I am not now, nor have I ever been. Insane or otherwise devoid 
of ffiy mental faculties; nor have I ever attempted suicide, though I*liave made gestures 
in that respect for pood reason, ** 

Fifth: That the defense of Incoj^petency or Insanity, call It ^at you may, 

was Itter.illy forced upon me by thin Court In April 1964, aq were the “sewices** of 
Its appointed attorneys; Chat after my conviction In May 1964 it became mandatory 
for me to abide by such dafense end cooperate In such defense In order to secure a 
reversal of ny conviction; that the prosecution has, in collusion with my Court- 
appointed attorneys, suppressed crucial material evidence which would have sanctioned. 
If not demanded, another avenue of dsferse — my true defense; and lastly, that a 
number of my so-called Constitutional safeguards, including, but not limited to, 
the right to subpoena witnesses, croso-e^t amine witnesses, and retain legal counsel 
of o-y own choosing have been donied by this Court* 


In order for the interested part Jen to better comprehend the reasons for my 
actions on September 20, 1963, ami to avoid nonfueion, 1 must cite certain past 
events concernlnj^ nyself which, rightly or wrongly, influenced my decision to do 
what I did. 


Everythin g. I am about to bqv Is p.e mane to this hearing, and I s ay It, uot 
excus e* but in explanation * 






September 22, 1967 


Mr. Richera Roplciii 
Department of PblXoeopby 
UnLvereity of California 
San Diego, California 


Dear Diclcf 

Thank you for your letter of September 15. when Bill Martin 
left here on September 1 he gave ua all the material he had 
on X and this did not include the tranecript of the trial. 

Nor do we have any repoxta of Bill's recent trip to visit X. 
nor hie western trip. 

The only material we have is what I already sent you about 

2 weeks ago in a big manila envelope. Di^ you reoelva thisi 

I suggest the best thing would be for you to deal with Martin 
direct. X have tried time and again to reach him in the last 

3 days, without success* Bis home "answering service** gave 

me a wrong number as his office phone, and his old trade mart 
office say they don*t know what hie new number is* 

I recently read through the X file, and X must say I am at 
a loss to understand why you evidently think there might be 
something important to this. When one bears in mind that he 
was in custody before Oswald went to Mexico, that he is in 
the ever y thing -to-ga in and noth in^to^ lose position of all 
other prisoners (almost daily we get mall from prisoners all 
over the country with offers to identify Bertrand, etc.), 
and that he alleges possession of a tape recording of people 
planning the assassination which, even if it were located, 
would be of almost no value in view of the ease with which 
such a tape could be forged, this all amounts, in my view, 
to a very tenuous load. 



Hr. Richard WopKLn 
Saptembar 22 « 1967 
Paga -2- 


Tha Information ha provides about a Carcano in San Antonio 
is of interest as I recently had this corroborated by David 
L if ton. However# maybe 1# if ton got if from yon. 

We %«ould be interested to know more about Phelan's visit# 
as he seems to be visiting all the cirltice, for some reason. 

Hoping all goes well with you. 


Best wishes# 
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Letter from Richard Case Ufagell to Senator Richard Russell 
January 3, 1967,.* * (did not xerox well) 


Hon. Richard B. Russell January 3, 19S7 

On i ted States Senate 
V^ashlngton, D, C* 

Dear Senator Russell: 

Reference is made to the enclosed clipoing which is, 1 
Irielieve, self-explanatory. In regard .thereto I would urge 
rather than attempting to learn more about Mr* Oswald^ s 
stay in the U,S-S-R, and his ^'dealings with a pro-Castro 
committee**, that any future inquiry Be directed .along more 
productive lines* Further, I suggest that any field investi- 

* gat ion deemed necessary be conducted by an agency that has 
no private axe to grind. 

Hr, Oswald and his activities cams under my scrutiny during 
1962 and 1963, Hy inquiries, coupled with date furnished me 
by reliable sources, ascertained the following: 

Mr, Oswald had no significant connection with the Fair Slay 

fot Cuba Committee* He had no significant contact or relat-' 

I :* lonship with so-called pro-Castro elements, though he was 

led to believe he had such* maintained no significant 
- *> ^ 

association' with any. Harj^lst-oriented group or movement. 

He was not affiliated with a racist group or movement. He was 
not an agent or informant, in the generally accepted sense 
of the words, for any investigative, police, or intelligence 
agency, domestic or foreign* He was involved in a conspiracy 
to murder the formed Chief Executive during the latter part 
of September 1963. "This conspiracy was neither Communist 
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Macrell letter to Sen. Russell (continued) 


m m i?. 

inspired nor was it instigated by any foreign government 
or organization or individual representative of any foreign 
government * 


I 

i 


-J 


In the summer \f 1963 I received instructions to initiate 
certain action against Mr. Oswald, who was the tndispen- ’* 
sable bool in the conspiracy, and thereafter depart the 
United States, legally, Although I did neither, 1 did, 
subsequent to obtaining a valid passport and prior to my 
arrest, dispatch a letter via registered mail, to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, advising in 
sufficient detail of the aforesaid conspiracy and the Identi- 
ty of Mr. Oswald. 

I 

After the tragedy at Dallas, when I became convinced that 
the F.a.I, was more concerned with ^ceeping me In custody 
(and with cleaning its dirty linen) that it was in resol* 
ving facts which would have shed light on the assassination, 

I clammed up completely, Later, however, when I felt 1 was 
going to be railroaded into either a prison or a mental 
institution, I made every reasonable effort under the 
existing circumstances to testify before the Warren Commlsslon- 
I even sent Letters to the Chief, Secret Service Division 
and Mr, Hanking then* General Counsel for the Commissico , 


For what little it is apparently worth now, my opinion is 
that the death od ^resident Kennedy was indirectly, if not 
directly, resultant from a conspiracy and also due in great 
part to the stupidity or negligence of the that 

Mr, Oswald definitely was the only assassin? and that his 
own demise was not attributable to any conspiracy of which 
I was cognizant, 

Very truly. 


/ / 

k. 

UpS. Penitentiary, Leavenworth 
Kansas 


/s/ RICHARD Cp WAGSLL 
Register S32S6-L 
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WjU-LAM >t> &*nqSK, CMjer flr ITA.PP ■ 
CM*pq,u ■. KIPMrW. t»*it* Ct.e«<K 


^CnHcb Senate 

OOMMiTTfC: OH AHMtO SERVICE 


January 20, 1967 


Mr« Richard C. Nagell 
Register Ko. 83286-L 
P, O, BOH 1000 
Leavenworth, Kansas 66048 

Dear Mr. Nagell; 


permit me to aeknowledge and tlank you for 
your letter and the information it contains. 


am 

( 


Sincerely^ 

i \ 






vioH/''A, 


' ‘‘ X 


With every good wish 
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WILLIAM R. MARTIN 


COUNSELOR AT LAW 
IHTCnMATJONAlL TRADE MArt? 


NEW ORLOvNS, LOUISIANA 


Mr. Arthur Green stein 


25 July 1967 


1812 Floral Drive 
Wilmington, Delaware 


Dear Mr. Greenstein* 

As per our telephone conversation of yesterday, and 
according to instruction I have reveivad from Mr, Richard 
Case Nagell, I enclose the following document which has 
bean prepared hy Mr. Mage 11 and placed in my hands for 
safe iceeping: 

One original of the Memorandum In Support of 
Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

In an earlier correspondence, Mr. Nagel I indicated to me 
that he would be in communication with you. 
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WILLIAM R, MARTtN 

courts Eton At LAW 
(+iTC»HAtlO^AL TRA&C HA AT 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Krs. Sleanore G. Gambert 25 July 1967 

The Maple Lake Farm 
Kenyon, Khode Island 


Dear Mrs, Gambert: 

As per instructions received from your brother, I am 
enclosing certain material and documents perpared by 
him which were put into my hands during my last visit 
with him in* Soringfleld, Missouri* 

Enclosed you will flnd^ 

One Cl) copy of letter to Senator Hussell, 
One Cl) copy of letter to Senator Kennedy, 
One Cl) copy of Mamorandum in Support of 

Petition for V/rlt of Habeas Corpus, 
One Cl) copy of Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus* 



WRM/l»b 







WILLrAM R. MARTIN 

CPIiKSELOR AT LAW 
INTlEIVnATlI^HAL TRAdC HAnr 

- NEW ORLEANS, UQUISEANA 


Mr, Hichard Case Nagell 25 July 1967 

0,s, Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, Kansas 


Jsar Mr. t^agell: 

During the past several days I have postponed answering 
your letter of the 13th. of July, Wt^at with constant 
travel and catching up on des!< work In the interim, I 
had not been able to give sufficient thought to an 
answer. 

Your letter of July 16th,, however, is another matter. 

Your Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus, along with the 
lengthy Supporting Meijiorandum, was turned over to our 
secretarial staff for typing afte^ 1 had studied it in 
detail. My instructions were that It was not as urgent 
a matter as some of our deadline material, and that it 
could be typed as reasonable time permitted. Dnder the 
circumstances, I consider that a decent and friendly 
gesture on our part, requifritig nothing more than good 
manners in return. 

I have this date ordered your material sent forthwith 
to your sister by registered mail? return receipt request- 
ed, The unfinished typewritten work will be disposed of. 

The same is true of your request concerning Mr, Gresnstein. 
I enclose my covering letter to both parties. 



As to the presumptupus nonsense of the balance of your 
letter of' the 16th.', I will eKercise restraint and refrain 
from comment. 


WiiM/leb 


WIL.LIAM R. WAHTIM 

etOUNBCLOn AT <UC*t 
rNrLHNAT4CM*At. TPWUt 

NEW OHLEAWS, LOUISIAMA 
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Wr, Richard Case Nagel 1 
H-B32&6-h 
U*S< Penitentiary 
Leavenworth^ Kansa&.' 
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. WILLIAM R. martin 


COUNSELOR AT i>W 

INTKRNATJONAL TRAOt 


NELW 0RLE:ANS^ LOUISIANA 


Kr, Richard Case Nagell 


20 June 19S7 


U, S* Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, Kansas 


Dear Mr. Magell: 

After Tny Tfiost recent visit with you at the Springfield 
Medical Center, I traveled briefly to interview the witness 
you had indicated as being valuable to your apoeal and to 
obtain from him evidence that he might have had. 

Fortunately enough, I was able to locate the witness with 
absolutely no trouble and -Tianaged to spend several hours 
in amiable conversation. I was much impressed by this 
individual; by his dignity, bearing and loyalty. I stm 
satisfied in my own mind that he would have helped in 
every possible manner in the legal battle that lies ahead. 

Unfortunately, however, the physical evidence that I had 
hoped to obtain was not available. Apparently it was the 
subject of a burglary sometime in 1964 and was the only 
item of interest to the burglar, who did not disturb, as 
far as can be determined, any other items of value... so 
I am told- In any case, I was interested in nothing else. 

Of course I will continue the preparation of our case 
with all diligence, but I wanted you to know that this 
particular effort had been in vain. 


P-S- In as much as I am not certain of your present 

address, I would appreciate acknowledgement of this 
letter - 
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Wi LL I AM R , M ARTE H 

COOlKS-ELOIt AT 1,-AWf 
,arrcAHA.Tioi«*>- -TnAnE a**"T 
MEW OSLEIANS, LOUISIANA 
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Mr, Htchara Case Ha gall 
0,S. Peattentlary 
Leavenworth, Kansas 
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lfJI2 Floral Drlvp 


5tfii3t?tl££J 

V/i Iral Ur'ton , Del* 19H03 
Dec. ai, 1966 

Hi chard G. resell PMBS32#i6 
Leavenworth, Keneae 


De^ Dick: 

Thank you very much for tlie Chriatraas 
card* It*vraa groat to hear froia you. 
You can tell the people in charge that 
1^11 stand by you In the ways that they 
approve. 

Sineerely, 

Arthur Creenstcin 
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Del. 19^03 
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l^r. Richard C, Nagell 

P.O* Box lODO 
FPB (?0048 

Leavenworth, Kansas 
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WtLLIAM R, MARTIN 

At LAW 

lNT£RNATEOMAL TRfrCE MART 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


^■^r, chard C^ase "age II 


11 September 1967 


I 


83286 

U,s* E*enit0ntlary 
bea v & nwo rt h , Ka n sa s 


Bear Mr, Nagell* 

Tfopr letter of 30 August was tn the office when ^ returned 
from the weekend, had arrived, 7 am told, late Friday 
afternoon, '^'his seems an unusually long time for mail to be 
in transit, **at least moreso than any of your other letters 
to me. 


Senator ^^ussell's letter to you, dated 20 January, will be 
in the evening mail to your sister by registered mail, 2 
presume that Mrs, uambert will have returned by now to her 
address in ^imhurst, ^ apologize for my oversight in not 
having included ^^ussell's letter in my mallinq of 25 July, 

Continuing our remarks concerning your July 16 letter to my 
^'associate" 5 i understand, now, yom remarks concerning the 
company, but i would not have without your explanation, ^or 
whatever it xmy be v;orth to you, you might doublecheck on your 
source of inforuiation, ^t was inaccurate and that threwmy 
understanding off stride, 

As to the balance? it may be unimportant,,. but it is still 
as cryptic as ever, ^'m afraid. By deduction, should you 
have in mind Mrs, Fredricks InQalorado, then let me say that 
after my visit with her J wrote two letters, One, a polite 
thank-you note, the other a followup asking if they had recsived 
the first,,, in neither case did 1 receive a reply* 

^our waiver of privilegad communication with me is acknowledged 
and accepted and^ Insofar as I am concerned, was neither 
unnecessary or academic. Since you did not indicate anything 
specific, ^ will, as you said, await the dictates of the future. 


-J 


L 


•V 


r 


^^ichard Case 


Over the past several days X have been busy refurbishing my 
office and renewing contacts with old friends and clients p 
One of the latter Is the Hedrick l^nd '^ttle Corporation of 
i^nsas City, J^usas, which corporation has asked that I pay 
them a visit at an early data to evaluate their Central American 
plans* The point is that T expect to be in Kansas City in the 
near future on business and will be glad to drive over to 
visit you at bgavenwoi^h, if such would not be Inconvenient 
to you . _ 


Most sincer^ely yours. 



WRM/ml 


end 
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Hr. Rlcrbar<l Case Nagell 
B32QG 

U*S- Penitentiary 
I^eavenworth^ i^nsaa S6048 


UNIVERSm^ OF GALIFOBNIA, SAN DIEGO 


fiERXEX£Y ' DAVIS » IHVlX£, * LOS - IirS'EKSlEiE ■ SAM DIECO » SAM fttAKCtSC^ 



SAMTA a.U«3 AMA * SA3STA CKUX 


DEPAJlTAfEN’T OF PHILOSOPHY 


Ui jfOLLA, CAUFOtUh'lA S?2017 

September 15, 1967 


\ 


Mr, Wlllia^m R* Martin 
Coynsclor At Law 
International Trade Mart 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 

Dear Bill: 

Thanks for the news about our friend « I am not sure it 
it will be possible for me to visit him, but I hope you 
will keep me Informed of what happens next at your end. 
The last letter is, I'm afraid, a bit too cryptic for 
me to tell what is going on at this point, but I think 
we should keep all channels open, 

1 just made my try to run the ad In the Berkeley Barb , 

I have a co y of the latest Issue, and your ad Isn^t In 
it, I asked them to run it for two weeks, ^fe'll see 
If anything happens this time. The paper has published 
all sutmner. 

In my files I am missing two crucial Itetns; your report 
of your -^e^i^visit in June, and the report of your trip 
to California, If these reports have been completed, I 
would very much appreciate having them, 

Hope all is going well. 


With best wishes, 


IXd. 

Richard H. Popkin 


RRP:b 



gXTTviSM viA AIR MAIL 


Mr. MUllm R- MarttB 
Counselor at Law 

lo ter na clonal trade Marc 


H^Orleans, Louisiana 701U ^ 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFOHNL4, DIEGO 


^KR KKT r y - PAV15 • mvtSE * LOS ft>C -rrj£< * yjS • 3A?ff pmco » SAH rJLWCIKO 



&EPAftT,\tENT’ OF FlULOSOPItV 


LA JOLIA^ CALITOltKU ^ZQ37 

Se[>tetnber 15* 1967 


Mr* William R, Martin 
Counselor at Law 
International trade Mart 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 

Dear Bill: 

Thanks for the news about our friend* I am not sure it 
it will be possible for me to visit him, but I hope you 
will keep me informed of what happens next at yonr end. 
The last letter Is, I’m afraid, a bit too cryptic for 
me to tell what is going on at this point, but I think 
we should keep all channels open, 

I just made my try to rim the ad In the Berkeley fiarb . 

I have a coy of the latest issue, and your ad isn^t in 
it. I asked them to run It for two weeks. We'll see 
If anything happens this time. The paper has published 
all summer* 

In my files T am missing two crucial items: your report 

of your -fesi^vtsit in June, a^d the report of your trip 
to California* If these reports have been completed, I 
would very much appreciate having them* 

Hope all is going well. 

, With best wishes, 

Richard H* Popkin 


RHP:h 
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WILLIAM R. MARTIN 

COUM$£Laf% AT LAW 
(MTERhlATlOWiil, TRACE MART 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


chard ^opRin 
department of Philosophy 
University of California 
da Jolla, California 


II September 1967 


J 


dear dicRS 

Your letter of the 1 st, has just reached me, ^he offices at the 
'I'rade f^*art are 'being redone and 1 ’will not be headquartered 
there for another week or more. 

I have received a letter from ^^agell, as 1 had hoped 1 would, 
in which he was conversational, calm, oolite and, as usual, 
somewhat cryptic* ^ do not have access to a jceroji at the moment, 
so will have his letter copied in exteriso and ^enclosed here- 
with* 

I do not agree with Jim that ^agell has written off our rela- 
tionship**, notwithstanding his *^thanks for nothing’' close to 
one of his letters to me. His recent letter is sufficient 
proof of that, and ^ fully expect that more will follow, ^or 
my part, 1 will answ^er his letters and visit him at my own 
expense if ever he wishes it or indicates a further effort to 
help Jim*% case, ^ am absolutely certain that the man can tell 
us much and can prove most of what he says, but that he must be 
given his own head and thoroughly satisfied that his confidances 
and personal trust will, not be mishandled. , .and that he will 
be benefitted from it all . . .directly and substantial 3 7 , * .by 
having his case brought to light, and pardoned, paroled, vindi- 
cated, what have you, He deserves it* 

I will be glad to copy you with all of Kagell's correspondence 
to me and mine to him, so that you might better analyse apd 
prepare youi; own work with him, Xpur file is now up to date 
and 1 will gladly 'Keep it that way* 1 would appreciate a word 
or two from you as to your O’v/n proqress, * 

My brief note to the Bgrke lev Barb , with personal check enclosed, 
vjas never answered, the check never cashed, and a copy of the 
ad never sent me, Hej^baps the whole outfit closed down for the 
summer'? 


-i 


ftichard H, Popkin 
page ^ 


In Los J^ngeles I visited ^edericK H, John 


474 Crane Street 
Telephone 225-7031 


In my last letter to ^agell, and In his last two to me, 
you will find that he cryptically mentions a letter he sent 
to my '^associate" and, later, he says he is troubled that I 
do not instantly know to whom he refers, and ^lagell continues 
to develop that topic for another paragraph or two^ I have 
the feeling that he refers to JOM, and that he ts consider- 
ably more worried than appears since he relieved me from our 
previleged communication status^ 

1 am not sure why he did this or where he expects it to lead, 
but I will keep you posted on any developments. 


Best persoiial regards. 



WILLIAM R* MARTIN- 


WRM/ml 


WILMAW . MARTIN 


.HTKM^AI.OHAC TrtA&C m*(TT 

MEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


hX^< WAIL 


Dr. Richiird Poplcin 
Department of Philosophy 
University of Calif ornlft, Diego 

La JoU*, California 92038 


UNIVERSIIT OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO 


DERKELCV ' rJAV^lS » IflVlKE ‘ LOS ANGELES • lUVERSlPE ■ SAN DiECO * SAK FRAXCISCO SAMTA EAR&UU. * SAWTA CHTiW 




tiie picmneQ cnp. Jones wiii. oe aown p© see you soon ana 
will e^Eplain, We are Investigating an alternative plan 
for proceed! ing. 


' I still hEVen^t received the transcript X's tria 
Andrews’) nor the reports of 1111"$ last visit to X, aiuj 


of Bill's western trirf. It will help a lot If I can get ^ 
^ these soon. ^ 


The Playboy interview Is excellent, and froaj what 1 hoar, 
is being well received, 

\ 

{ You may be interested that aa a reatilt of my piece, Jsfses 
Phelan came to see me, and Gordon Novel called on the edltoi 
of Che New York Review of Books , I'll tell you about It 
when I see you* 1^11 try Co get down for part of the Shaw 
trial* Hope all is going well, 

With best wishes to yon and the family. 






I learned fron^ Bill thac hl 3 ad never ran in Che Berkeley 




Richard B, Popkin 


r 



KHPib 



Office of the District Attorney 
City of New Drleens 
Louisiana 


Dear Sirs: 

The following might be of interest to you* At the 
time the follov/ing events occurred (mostly alluded- 
to events, to he sure), I was too wary to pursue 
them 5 too frightened would be a better description. 

In March _oj^ 1963_ I was "befriended” by 

Naeell , an ex- captain of Infantry (Korean war) and 

ex-cHK agent. The first claim was proven j the 

second was, of course, impossible to confirm* A t 

the^time, I_was proprietor of a "left-wing book-" 
Stpre^’ (Los Angeles\ .Folicfe. Department! s--^Red 
Squad description)_and an executivj^ officer_of^ 
t he Los Angeles Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

JN^eU! s_be.havipr_was_jcautious_and _qu,tet. After a 


series of conversaticmal encounters he showed me 
what amounted to a scrapbook of his life. The news 
clippings were authentic; I checked them out* I 
c^not attest, naturally, to the photostatic copies 
of personal documents. Xeroxed copies of Army 
records, etc. X a fi ne, ex- Ca p t.ain^agel_l. jva.s_a 
_mys t^i ou s f igu rej "an d l!n semi -p ro f e ^ i o_n a 1 judgj 

ment_ ce rC ainly not a paranoid sc h£ ^p^r en i c* Ke^___ 

was che cking me out, slowly, care fully, 

reason Ith kaowa ~to me even^tbday^ 

I checked out some of his record. He was a highly- 
decorated war hero; ha was critically injured in a 
plane crash som ewhere m C ambodi a in 195 7 while . 

. as he claimed, he was in the ^ ^’pl 6 o f t Ea ^ C lA 
He ~wa^shot alm oFt^ death in Long_Bj^ach,_ Calif or- _ 
— pJLa. j,n I960., . by_an.,unkiiovtsrassaiIaat_(he _wouldn t__ 

,::_talk abou^it), JiJMle_ci:i tic ally iro by_a, 

^^rdS'"^riBer bullet in his c^sj:, he hired_a-cab_ 

^ ivefnto" t ake * hdfi ^3 Olmi _tp _a . t a Mon ic a h os - 
“pital “(verifiable) where h e_entered_ under an "alias".' 

Suddenly, in August of 1963, he left Los Angeles, 
leaving me only a critic note saying scfme thing 
/ about contacting me later and that "certain people 
in certain circles thought very highly" of me. 
Whatever that meant* 

.In March of 1964 he sent me two letters from El 
gaso~,~ Tej^ a tie gedly ^smuggled from jail* “"He 



r r- 


\ 


was, I learned, being held for '^amed robbery," 
^heZj[irg_t_ _let ter^ wa^ a curlouj_i^ueatL^tUat_^I> ^ 

’ if <^ stionedri>e "sure To ^t est to his "right- _ 
^ZZ^EgTeanings ; "^aird-th:ai:T~t^e into consideration 
events in '^"^ fDallas^ ^ight have been a 
' "-^ic blunder (TometimesTHings;^6 TCong’^’yr^Xhe 

Tut 


secdSd"‘let:ter“was“-a-T:reqaestrXo“mail out a serxes 
of letters (in the form of a prepared press release) 
to the Warren Commission, The L, A. Times, The N, Y. 
Times, and_o^ers,_re^r^ing that he had been over- 
heard to say during 1b5^ arraignment' thsJ^J^the-FB^ — - 

heldT^f u 1 1 re spon s xbrlTty for Kennedy ' s as sass may 

tion;^^ and that he^was immediately^led out of the 
cour t by "feder al" men. " ' “ ' 

The second letter began, as did the first, with 
the information that the. return addresses on the 
envelopes were "phony" and to disregard them. The 
street names and numbers were identical, and the 
city was EL Paso, In checking, true, they were 
fictitious: no such El Paso street, i^But there was 

suc h a street and n umber i n Los Angel ^, it was ~ 
two doors awa y , I discovered^ from Richar d_J}a ^ell's 
moth er * s hduse ; 

I secured her phone number, called her (using an 
assumed name), pretended to be an old Army buddy 
who had accidentally met Richard a few months ago, 
and asked, *\1iat the hell, anyv/ay, was the meaning 
of the strange postcard I received from him from 
El Paso .saying he was ’in trouble’?" 

Tt took almost half an hour to assure her that I 
was what I said X was before she admitted that: 

1) the FBI had told her not to talk to anyone; 

2) they assured her "Richard was sick;" 3) she 

felt something was very wrong; and 4)_R icha rd_ 

somehow "knew somet'Eing’^about the assassination. 

She woOTd^ n6t_teXl_me_w hat hTTad be en arrested 
f or a n d con victed of; she would only say that T 


should" goTo the tovai from which the letters were 
mailed. 

/ Two years ago my wife and a friend read all of the 
A meagre correspondence between Richard and me, re-*' 

\ viewed the facts, and burned the papem^ork. In fine, 
Ve were scared. It would be silly of me not to be 
^ frightened even today. If you wish to talk to me, 
place an ad reading: 









L 


r^ 



in The Berkeley Barb, 242 L Oregon St, , Berkeley, 


will 

y 


i - iCi.' V 


4 ^v > t' iue gertce.Ley .aaro , uregcn , cerise j.ey, 

weekly newspaper), ' If not, good 
r your investigation, gentlemen; you wi] 
^^^'^^^^^pe»£^ly,.txeed ‘it, , . . . li. * ^ 

Sincerely yours, 
Don Mcrgan'^(alias) 



' 


P. S. I do not knov7 Nagell's whereabouts, "except 
that he was convicted and was last reported in a 
Texas federal prison. 


copies to: 


file 

Ramparts 
karic Lane 
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WILLIAM R. MARTIN 


COUMSEIUOR AT tAW 

iNTCBtfALTII^IilAL TR^JUDC MART 

MEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Wrs, Eleanors G. GaTn^beTt 


11 September 1967 


8225 t^ratid Avenue 
Elmhurst, Island 

New York 


C>ear i^rs, Gambert = 

Enclosed you will find an original letter addressed to your 
brotHer, dated *Ianuary 20, 1967, written on the stationary 
of the t^nited States Senate and signed ^'DICK HOSSELL" , 

Said letter ts one of the documents that your brother had asked 
me to forward to you with my mailing of 25 July 1967, but which, 
through my own oversight, 1 failed to include. 


^st sincerely yours 



V?RM/db 


end 



WIUU.IAM R MARTIN 
^UM«CLon KTf uent 

iHTCHNATWHAk. TWOlf M.*«T 

TJCT ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Mrs. Sleanore <>, <3Bril&ert 
8225 <^rand Ai/etiuo 
Elmhurst, long Island! 
New ^orfc 


UNIMSnSlTi' OF CALIFOBNIA, SAN DIEGO 



itxiucEAJzr * UA\is - mvuii: - tos AKCkufs * iuvErf!5ii>c ■ !Sl\n d:eoo • sas irn4NX:ijG0 


iiAjSirA BAaa.^flA * j^AxyA attnt 


EEPAnra£E^ of fsilosopiiy 


L.% pt 4 J(, CALEFOIJUA: 53037 


September 1 , 1967 ■ 


Ml'. Williem R. Martin 
Attorney at Mw 
Trade Mart Building 
New Orleans j Louts iana 


Dear Bill, 


Did you get any response £r ora the ad In The Berkeley Barb ? 
Jim has asked me to -follow through on the matter, so if 
"Don Morgan^' writes, please let me know* Also, is the 
ad ^ttll running? If you got no response, I may try the 
ad again, and sec if maybe '’Morgan" was avay for the soDUOPr. 

Have you hoard anything further from otir friend? Arrange- 
ments are being made to see if I can visit hiia. So, If 
you have any late word, please let me know how matters 
now stand. 

Also, I*d appreciate It If you could let me know the first 
name of the man you visited in Los Angeles. 

Hope things are going well. 

Best wishes, 



Richard^ H. Popkin 
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This will cotnplsts your file to date 
on Richard Case Nagel 1 . 


No coDies have been distributed. 



MBMORANDOM 


May XI. X967 (Transcribed) 


JIM GAHEISON, District Attorney 

FROM: WILLIAM MARTIN, Assistant District Attorney 

RICHARD CASE KAGELL 
A-' 16606 -H 

Medical Center For Federal Prisoners 
Springfield, Missouri 


On the afternoon of April 19, 1967 I had a telephone 
conversation with Dr. ciccone. Director of the Medical Center 
For Federal prisoners, during which it was agreed that I would 
i be able to obtain on a subsequent visit to the Medical center, 
privileged communication with the subject, Richard Case Nagell, 
which privileged communication had been previously denied me on 
a prior visit- Dr- Ciccone suggested that I confirm this 
arrangement and handle all details through Mr- Robert Nicholas, 
Chief of Classification and Parole, at the Medical Center- On 
Friday morning, April 20, 1967, i spoke to Mr, Nicholas by 
telephone and he agreed that since the subject had not been 
comfortable or at ease during our previous meeting in a public 
meeting-room, that he would be allowed to meet with me under 
private and privileged circumstances and Mr. Nicholas suggested 
that such could be arranged for Monday, April 24th. 

I On Sunday morning April 23, 1967, at 7:30 A.M. I 

I departed New Orleans for Springfield, Missouri on board Delta 
Flight B36. The purpose of this trip was to conduct a second 
interview with the subject identified above who had offered 
himself and a tape recording to this office. The proposed 
circumstances of this interview were to be under privileged 
lawyer-client circumstances under which the subject was to be 
able to provide the necessary instructions for obtaining the 
t ape record ing - 

I arrived at the Springfield Airport at 11; 15 A.M* 
and checked in at the Candlelight Motel. At 12:30 P-M- I 
proceeded to the Medical Center for Federal prisoners and met 
, with the subject during the regular visiting hours from 1:00 to 
3:00 P.M* When Mr. Nagell was shown into the visitor's room a 
few minutes after 1:00 o'clock he seemed extremely glad to see 
me and conducted himself in a very pleasant manner. He inquired 
about his recent letter to me (copy attached) and asked if I had 
received it. I explained to the subject that I had received his 
letter and had travelled to Springfield because i had been able 
to obtain assurance that we would be allowed a private interview 
together under privileged circumstances- The subject was some- 
what dubious about this and stated that he seriously doubted 
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vjhether he would be granted such privileged cominunication and 
that even if he were, there was no assurance that the written 
instructions which he could give me would not be taken from my 
person prior to my leaving the premises, i explained to the 
subject that it was highly unlikely and outlined for him a few 
basic reasons why this could not be done. The subject seemed to 
accept my explanation and we began to discuss the content of the 
tape recording. 


The subject was willing to discuss the contents of 
the tape recording but asked that I not push him for too many 
details since he was forced to discuss this matter in extremely 
guarded tones. He stated t hat he had perhaps been a little over 
optimistic when he first spoke to conce rning ^he Ldtpe record- 
ing when ne nad said that the tape recording would *'wrap the case 
ror us " , He stated tha^ the rape recorainq W>Uid merely servig^ 
[ to 3ho\r^*~conclaaive proof of a pl ot to kill Pre sident Kennedy”, 

Be stated that there were four voices on the tape, one of which 
was his own voice but that he was acting as interpreter only. 

He implied that the person for whom he was interpreting was 
silent throughout the meeting and that his voice is not heard on 
the tape for that reason. He further stated that there was 
reference to persons and places in the tape recording but that 
the names and places used were cover names and did not literally 
mean what they said. For example, he stated that the name Haul 
appears on the tape but that Haul is a cover name for a man whose 
true name he will not disclose- He also stated that there is a 
reference to san Juan, Puerto Rico on the tape but that this is 
a cover for the name of Mexico City, He stated that the per^ns 
who were being tape recorded were^iot aware that they were being 
put on tape and that they probably would have shot him if they 
had learned what he had done. 

He stated- also that the tape recording was made on 
the ’Mth o r 2 1st of August, 196?) but it should be specifically 
noted that later during the interview when I asked the subject 
again what dates the tape recording covered he stated that the ' 
tape recording covered roughly the 26th, 27th, 28th and 29th of | 
September of 1963, VJhen I asked the subject about this apparent ’ 
contradiction he stated that the September dates had pertained 
to something else and that he had not been thinking clearly of 
my question when he answered me. 



We then began to discuss the method of obtaining the 
tape from the subject's friend who had it in his possession- Mr, 
Hagell stated that he had perhaps given me already sufficient 
information to obtain the tape recording and that in his opinion, 
his frie nd would probably give me the tape recording eve n if t 
were to approach him wit hout the letter written by th e subje ct- ■ 
erabdrated by ghymg rhat h^had already given me the subject ' ^ 
name, telephone number and address and alias and had already told 
me so much about the tape recording that he was certain that if 
I were to explain all of this to his friend, that the friend 
would see quite obviously that he (the subject) had intended for 
me to have the tape recording. 


1 asked the subject why he had indicated to me on an 
earlier meeting that the requirements for obtaining the tape had 
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been so extremely strict and he answered by saying that he had 
I not quite trusted me at the time, but had since changed his mind 
about me. 

Zfi discussing his friend who had possession of the 
tape recording, the subject described him as a white male, 35 
years of age, fairly slim build, short brown hair, wears glasses, 
and a devout Kennedy supporter who was so extremely upset at the 
assassination of the President that he was not able to eat for 
two days. Further, that for the election of President Kennedy 
to office, the friend had walked the streets handing out political 
handbills and pushing doorbells for his election. The subject 
further stated that his friend hates policemen but is, in his own 
way, 0 champion of justice. He further stated that his friend 
very often puts on the appearance of being not too bright, but 
that he is in fact very sharp and has a keen intellect. 

Continuing the interview in a very general conversa- 
tion the subject stated that shortly before the assassination he 
had gone to Miami where he had learned that there were two agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation assigned to that area and i 
working with Cuban revolutionaries and that these two agents of 1 
the F.B.l. were commonly known as *'THE TACOS". He stated that | 
when he or any of the Cubans involved wanted to get in touch with^ 
the two agents, they would call a certain telephone number which 
apparently a cafe or a restaurant and would ask for the men by | 

the nickname of "THE TACOS", He stated also that while he was 
in Miami he had come into possession of a 22 revolver equipped | 

with a silencer and that he had assumed that this weapon was ; 

going to be used in the assassination at close range. He stated 
that he had disposed of this weapon but that he could retrieve 
it at any time, that he knew exactly where it was, and that it 
was well hidden. 

Co ntinuing the general discussion the subject asked j 
if the Dist rict Attorney* s Office was aware of a man in San i 

Antonio who owned a 6, 5mm> Mann licher-Carcano R ifle, The subject , 

"a tailed that thrs man" had known Lee Ha rvey Oswald and had b^h se~^ — 
wibn him on many occasions , 


At this point it was announced that visiting hours I 
were over and the subject and I parted with the words that he 
was looking forward to seeing me the next morning in a private 
meeting in the office of Mr. Nicholas, 

The following morning, Monday, April 25, 1967, at 
SsOO A,M,, I returned to the Federal Medical Center for an 
appointment with Mr, Mcholas. Mr, Nicholas met me at the 
entrance to the Medical center and escorted me personally down 
a series of corridors to his office. His manner was genial and 
quite friendly, Mr. Nicholas sent for the subject's file and 
began to go through it at his desk after seeing to it that i was 
seated comfortably in his office, Mr, Nicholas casually inquired I 
about my relationship with the subject and was interested to | 

learn what grounds l was going to use to appeal the subject's ! 

case to a higher court and what the nature of the defense would ' 
be, I avoided any direct answers or any form of conversation 
concerning the subject but maintained a friendly and polite | 
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attitude to Mr, Nicholas inasmuch as he was the individual 
responsible for arranging the privileged meeting with the subject, 
in the process of going through the subject's file Mr^ Nicholas 
came to a pink sheet of paper and read it over and asked me 
pointedly if the subject had ever threatened to kill the president 
of the united States, I evidenced some surprise at this question 
and answered "no, certainly not to my knowledge," Mr, Nicholas 
wondered out loud why the aforementioned pink sheet of paper was 
in the file since it was a form used by the Secret Service in 
their capacity to protect and safeguard the president of the 
United States and which they added to any and all files of any 
and all persons who threatened or posed a threat to the President. 
My conversation continued with Mr. Nicholas in a very general and 
friendly tone. 

After a moment or two Mr. Nicholas looked up from his 
desk in the direction of the front door of his office and said 
"Just a moment Mr, Nagell we will be with you very shortly." At 
this time Mr, Nagell ^ who was not yet in my line of visioUj stated 
"Never mind Mr, Nicholas, I think I've heard enough as it is." 

The subject continued by saying that he had overheard Mr, Nicholas 
and myself speaking and that he had changed his mind about 
confiding in me and that he did not want to associate with me in 
any manner and did not want to speak to me at all, Mr. Nicholas 
and I both attempted to calm the subject down. He was visibly 
shaken, pale, and moving his hands about in an extremely nervous 
manner. After a few moments I was able to convince Mr. Nagell 
that he should sit down with me in private at least long enough 
to tell me what was on his mind and what had upset him so much. 

Mr. Nagell and I were seated in a private rdom adjoining Mr. 
Nicholas* office and he proceeded to tell me that he had over- 
heard me speaking to Mr, Nicholas in a "friendly" manner and that 
he had become extremely agitated, excited and lacking in confi- 
dence since I had been "friendly" with Mr, Nicholas. The subject 
emphasized the word friendly in an incredulous manner as though 
he could not understand how l could be friendly with Mr, Nicholas 
and as though he regarded Mr, Nicholas as an enemy. The subject 
kept repeating "I am not a fool Mr. Martin." "What do you take 
me for, a fool?" This private meeting with Mr, Nagell occupied 
some 3 to 5 minutes only after which time he arose abruptly from 
the table and "stalked" into Mr, Nicholas' office and demanded 
that he be returned to wherever he had been when he was called 
down to the meeting* Mr* Nicholas was as surprised as I was over 
the behavior of the subject and spent about 10 or IS minutes with 
me after the subject had departed, and had discussed with me the 
subject's background which had made his conduct possible. Mr. 
Nicholas also called the physician who had been supervising the 
subject's care, and whom the subject had come to be rather fond 
of, and the three of us held a lengthy conversation concerning | 
the subject and what could be done to calm him down and re-- 
establish rapport with him. 

Mr, Nicholas and the physician were, of course, 
operating under the assumption that 1 was visiting the subject 
as his legal counsel only and I am satisfied that they knew 
nothing of my function as Assistant District Attorney, The i 

aforementioned physician, whose name I do not recall, asked me | 
to wait in Mr, Nicholas' office while he (the physician) went to 
have a talk with the subject in an effort to have him re-'establish 
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relations with me- After approximately 20 minutes the physician 
returned and stated that he was very sorry but the subject had 
sent word that he would not continue with his plans to have me 
represent him in any manner and for me to "just forget the whole 
thing'* . 


There being no immediate alternative available, i 
departed the Medical Center at approximately 9:30 and, failing to 
get an earlier flight to return to New Orleans, I returned to 
the Candlelight Motel for the day and returned to New Orleans on 
a Delta flight departing Springfield at 5:30 P-M- 


CONCLUSIONS AND OPINIONS 


According to statements made to me by the subject I am 
in possession of enough information concerning the tape recording 
and the subject's friend who is holding the tape recording, that 
I should be able to obtain the tape recording without benefit of 
the letter the subject was going to write, This conclusion is 
based on what the subject himself told me when he admitted to me 
that he had over-emphasized the security of his possessions 
being held by his friend, (See page 10, paragraph 3 of my first 
report on this subject,) 

I was told by the subject's physician that the subject 
had earlier suffered severe brain damage in an airplane accident 
and that he also suffered from acute paranoia. The physician 
stated that within a few days the subject might have an equally 
strong and opposite reaction to his one at our last meeting and 
might be anxious to see me again. Eased on this information it 
is possible to conclude that the subject might suffer a change 
in his present attitude and might ask for me to return to 
Springfield to continue with the meeting we had originally 
planned. 


Based on my personal knowledge of the subject and of 
the circumstances of his case which he has described to me which 
include a chronic fear of betrayal by almost everyone, I do not 
feel at this time that the subject will be willing to continue 
our relationship, 

A letter will be written to the subject in an effort 
to calm his fears and to re-establish our relationship. 
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I Imemorandum 


May 12, 1967 


TO: JIM Gi^RRlSON, District Attorney 

FROM: WILLIAM R, MARTIN, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: RICHARD CASE NAG ELL 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 
Springfield, Missouri 
A- 1660 6 -H 


On the morning of April 25, 1967, I had a rather 
lengthy meeting with a clinical psychiatrist of this City and, 
with his very valuable aaeistance, composed a letter to Mr* 
Nagell which, according to the psychiatrist, would be most 
likely to produce the desired results* 

At no time was the psychiatrist given the correct 
name of the subject or his address and, for his part, asked 
that his assistance and cooperation be kept in confidence since 
he did not particularly want to become involved or to have his 
name connected with this matter in any capacity* 

The letter to Mr* Nagell (copy attached hereto) was 
returned to me from the Federal Medical center with a letter 
signed by Mr. Nicholas stating that the subject had refused to 
accept my letter and that he had requested that all persons be 
removed from his official correEpondertce list. 
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WILLIAM R. MARTIN 

COUNSetOR AT LAW 
•NTCM»«ATtONAL TfVAOC MAMT 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

April 25, 1967, 


Mr. Richard Case Nagell 
A-16606-H 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 
Springfield, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Nagell: 


After several pleasant and informative visits with you in 
Springfield, ending in the totally chaotic meeting yesterday 
morning, I feel that I know you well enough to realize that 
your head will be swimming with doubts and disillusionments . 

The purpose of this letter is only to close our relationship 
in such a manner that your mind will be at rest and your 
feelings quieted. 

The covering of your case, professionally and cpitipe tently, 
called for me to be friendly and cooper a tive^-^th Mr. Nicholas, 
who returned this routine courtesy by extending to us the 
privacy of his personal office. My periferal discussion of 
your case with him was routine and completely in order and was 
confined to matters of record only. Your misinterpretation of 
this is entirely understandable but equally unfortunate and 
was in no way a breach of confidence. 


Had I been in the least interested in violating your confidence 
or pressing forward without your advice and consent, you wall 
realize that I could have done so after our earlier meetings, 
and could, in facj^, still do so were I not prohibited by my 
own personal standards of behavior. 

In summary, my representation of you has been totally dropped 
and our past conversations concerning this case will continue 
to be held in strict confidence and no effort will be made to 
pursue any of the matters which you may have mentioned to me. 


Mr* Richard Case Nagell 
April 23, 1967 
Page -2- 


In this regard, at the very least, you have a right to have 
your mind put at rest, and to he told that a strict personal 
Integra ty has so dictated. 

Inasmuch as Mr* Nicholas is the only person at the Medical 
Center with the background to understand the cause of this 
letter, I am t^ing the liberty of mailing it to him per* 
sonally, lest it confuse, or become side tracked, in, the in- 
spection process, 

I now ask Mr, Nicholas to please deliver this letter to you 
or to advise me if such delivery is not able to be made. 



WRM/leb 
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WILLIAM R, MARTIN 
CDUHStE-GR AT UAW 
KHTEnHATieMai. Tfl*OE M*ftT 

NEW ORLEAtflS, LOUISIANA 



SPECIAL DELIVERY - AIR MAIL 



registered ha Hi 

pn^TTr RM RECEIPT R EQUESTED, 



Mif , Robe r t N ichola s 
Chief of Classification & parole 
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 
Springfield, Missouri 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


BUREAU OF PRISONS 
MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS 
SPRINGFIELD. MISSOURI flS«D2 


April 28j 1967 


Mr. Willian B. I^artla 
Counselor at Lav?- 
International Trade Mart 
New Orleans ^ Louisiana 


Be; MG ELL, Rioliard C 
Beg. No, A-15606-H 


Dear Mr. Martin: 

I regret that I :sust return your letter pertaining to Mr. ITagell 
in that he has refused to accept it. It appears that his reaction 
is completely out of proportion since he has also requested his 
caseworker to remove all persons on his official correspondence 
list except magazines and newspapers - 

Tour dedication to this man is remarkable. 



Sincere 1; 


W, S, iricholas. Chief 
Classification & Parole 


HSN;vs 


End, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTSCE 

FEDERAL HUREAy OF pW»OW5 


epffi^eSFlEl-o, MISSOURI 


OFHCIAL BUSINESS 
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WILLIAM R. MARTIN 


COUNSELOR AT LAW 
IHTERNATIOMAL T»AP£ MAHT 


NEW ORLEANS^ LOUISIANA 


The S^aitor 
The Berkeley Barb 
2421 Oregon Street 
Berkeley, California 


Dear Sir; 

I should like to place the following ad in The B0rkelsy 
Barb: 


Would you be kind enough to advise Tte of your advertis- 
ing rates as soon as oossible? 


DON MORGAN CONTACT 
JIM IMMEDIATELY 



WHM/ieb 
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WILLIAM MARTIN 

C£>UM»C1^n AT LAW 
NdTCAMATiowAL TAAH*' mAHT 

New ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
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March 13, 1967 (page 2) 


There It Is. Also, please advise that whether or not 1 cooperate further in 
this foatter or produce additional evidence will depend largely on how this transaction 
Is handled. 

Would you please acknowledge receipt of this letter as soon as possible and let 
me know if you will Initiate the action requested. The decision Is up to you and I 
won't feel hurt if for some reason you cannot. Thanks. 


With love - Dick 


Richard C. Nagel 1 FMB A-16606-H 




April 5* 1967 
COWDXTIQI^TS 


Following ate the conditions required by Richard C- Nagell 
(and in his exact words) under which the described inatter will 
be made available to District Attorney Jim Garrison ? 

*"l’hat I shall not be charged as an accessary or held as a 
material witness or prosecuted for concealing and withholding 
evidence relative to his inquiry > That I shall in no manner 
be identified outside of official channels as having supplied 
information or material relative to his inquiry or as having 
been connected with such inquiry in any way. That I shall not 
be required to dieclose how the recording tape came into my 
possession or queried on any alleged relationship with the 
individuals whose voices are recorded thereon- That the person 
who currently has possession of the recording tape not be 
Identified outside of official channelSi nor be questioned, 
subpoenaed, axrested or held in custody for any cause or sus- 
picion stemming frojntbis transaction. That only the recording 
tape germane to the inquiry be taken r all other record Ing tapes, 
films, photographs, documents {valid or fraudulent), tracts, 
equipment end other paraphernalia found in or about the premises 
designated not be confiscated or examined, except that all 
recording tapes in the Spanish language may be examined on the 
premises if there erises doubt as to which one is applicable. 
That upon demand a verba turn transcript of the conversation 
recorded on the applicable tape lie turned over to ms* That the 
person who currently has passession of the aforesaid objeoie 
and paraphernalia be allowed to dispose of them {the applicable 
taps excepted) pursuant to my written instruct ions without 
delay or interference. That no search warrant be requested or 
issued in this matter i entry to the premises designated and 
conduct of the inspection therein be effected under the super- 
vision and control of the person to whom my letter of intro^ 
duct ion is addressed* That no private, local, state or federal 
investigative or law-enforcement pereonnel or agency, other than 
the one to which this stipulation applies, be notified of the ' 
tiitis, data or location of such Inspection, or of any information 
related thereto, until one week has expired from the date such 
i n spa c t ion i s comp le t ed * " 


AGREED TOs__ 

Jim Garrison 


WIimSSES; 



TO: Jim Garrison, District Attorney 

FROM; . William R. Martin, Assistant District Attorney 

SUBJECT; Richard case Nagell, Federal Prisoner No. PMB-A-16606*-H 


Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Mo* 

On Monday morning April 10, 1967 at 7:30 A,M. I departed 
New Orleans for Springfield, Missouri on board Delta Flight 836- 
The purpose of this trip was to interview the subject identified 
above who had offered himself as an informant to this office. 

Upon arrival in Springfield at 11:17 A-M* l retained yellow cab 
number 9 and was driven directly to the Federal Center- There 1 
was advised by the guard at the main entrance to the building that 
he would have to obtain the permission of the classification and 
parole officer assigned to the subject before I would be allowed 
visiting privileges. The guard requested that I fill out a ^'visi- 
tors form" and he then took my completed form and the subject* s 
record jacket elsewhere in the building out of my sight and re-- 
turned at about ten or fifteen minutes and stated that I would be 
allowed to visit the subject during regular visiting hours from 

1 to 3:00 P-M, By this time it was 12; 20 P-M- so I elected to 

* 

have yellow cab number 9 wait for me. 

At five minutes to one P,M. I was ushered, along with 
several other visitors, into a very large and informal waiting 
room where we were asked to await the arrival of the person whom 
we had come to visit. 

NOTE : Contrary to what I had been told to expect, I 

was not personally searched nor was my briefcase searched prior 
to being allowed in to visit the subject. For future reference 
it should also be noted that the inmates or prisoners of this 
Federal Medical Center are not allowed to write in any manner or 
to sign their names to any documents or paofrs during a visit 
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without the prior consent of their classification officer. All 
material written or signed by the inmate is censored by the pri* 
son officials and there exists no privileged communication betweer 
lawyer and client at this institution unless special arrangements 
have been made for a private interview by the inmate himself. 

The visitor is free to, write his own notes during the visit with 
the inmate and may hand the notes and other documents or papers 
to the inmate for the inmate to read and this is done without 
supervision or censorship but^ in no case may the prisoner write 
or sign his name or deliver a document to the visitor without the 
aforementioned prior approval. 

The following interview with the subject, Kichard case 
Nagell, took place over a two day period and a total of four hour; 
of standard visiting hours. The interviews with the subject were 
made without taking notes since the presence of a note pad and a 
pencil seem to make the subject nervous and reluctant to speak 
freely, i 

The subject was brought into the visiting room promptly 
at 1:00 p,M, on April 10, 1967 and was brought to my area of the 
room by the guard supervising the general visiting area. 

This visiting area is a large room arranged in an inform- 
al manner with many individual clusters of chairs each drawn up 
to a low table in the center of the cluster of chairs. The 
visitors face the inmate from their chairs v;hich are drawn up on 
the opposite side of the small table from the inmate and, I 
observed that in no case were the visitors allowed to sit side by 
side with the inmate. 

After shaking hands with the subject we both took seats 
on opposite sides of the table and the subject opened the convert 
sation immediately by saying that he was sorry that he had caused 
me to make this long trip from New Orleans for no purpose at all. 
He stated that he had given the matter much thought and that he 
had decided that it >?ouid be vuseless and not in his own best 
interests for him to confide in this office or to turn over any 


m 
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material or evidence to ns. He stated that he was worried about 
recent events and was at this point afraid to confide in anyone. 

He elaborated that he had become very suspicious of just about 
everyone and was extremely upset by the way "things were being 
handled". Further prompted, the subject stated that he had asked 
his sister to contact Mr. Garrison personally and had given her 
explicit instructions as to how he had wanted this contact to be 
established. He said that his sister had gone about things in 
exactly the wrong way and that she and her husband were trying to 
play ‘^amateur detective" and that all they were going to succeed 
in doing would be to get him in even deeper than he was and to 
stir up more pressure and more trouble. He stated that recently 
his brother-in-law had visited him in Springfield and had attempteja 
to "interrogate" him very closely about this case and other matter 
in his past but that he (the subject) had decided to trust abso- 
lutely no one and that he would simply let his case and everything 
pertaining to it remain in the status quo. 

At this point it seemed patently unwise to question the 
subject or to push him in any manner and our conversation was per- 
mitted to drift into other unimportant and miscellaneous channels. 
The subject was quite interested and willing to reveal to 
me certain things about himself and about the depth and complexity 
of his own case and of his past personal life. He stated to me 
that he had been "a very bad boy for a very long time^'^and that no 
one knew of this since he had never discussed his personal beliefs 
or his personal activities with anyone and had always concealed 
his activities with a good cover or front. He stated that he had 
been involved in certain activities which could get him in a tre- 
mendous amount of trouble if the activities became known and that 
he would probably wind up spending the rest of his life in prison 
if anyone ever discovered exactly, and ecu Id prove exactly, what 
he had been up to. He stated to me that he had been a Marxist- 
Leninist for many years and that he had no particular love or 
^ ^ ^ loyalty to the United States and was not interested in helping thej 
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United States or any of our Government' functions, nor was he in- 
terested in helping this office with our investigation, for any 
reason^ or out of any motive^ whatsoever except insofar as he thought 
jit might be a benefit to him personally and that if he ever did 
decide to help this office in any manner it would only be because 
he decided that it would help "this number one boy" (at this point 
the subject pointed to himself) . 

The subject became intensely curious about our investiga- 
tion and, as our conversation progressed, he stated that he was 
pleased to see that I was willing to bring him up to date on our 
investigation insofar as the non-conf idential aspects were con- 
cerned and. he stated that he was certain that, at this stage of the 
game, we too had our hands full with amateur sleuths who were 
coming out of the woodwork. Our discussion continued along this 

general pattern until I mentioned to the subject that he really 
too 

should not be/disturbed or upset by the conduct or amateurish ap- 
proach of his sister and brother-in-law since, after all, it was 
the best that could be expected of anyone who was not accustomed 
to this sort of thing and that they certainly could not be expectec 
to behave as professionals. 

At this point the subject stated that this was precisely 
the professionalism he was looking for when he had asked that he 
be contacted by Mr. Garrison. He stated that he had kept account 
of our progress as best he could through his limited access to news- 
papers and that he admired Mr. Garrison for his willingness to 
undertake this investigation and expose the truth regardless of 
where it may lead. The subject stated that he had seen Mr. 

Garrison on television, or had perhaps read^ newspaper, Mr. 
Garrison’s statement that "let justice be done though the heavens 
crumble" and that he (the subject) had been very much impressed 
with this statement and had hoped to be able to assist Mr. Garrison 
and, in so doing, ultimately assist himself and benefit his own 
position. . . •* 



At this point I assurerd the eubject that any information 
or material he released to Mr. Garrison's office would be handled 
with the strictest confidence and that it would receive the most 
competent and professional treatment that the office could make 
aval lab le-\%^th no further encouragement the subject began to dis- 
cuss the Kennedy assassination and his own relationship to it. 

He stated that there had actually been three separate 
plots to assassinate President Kennedy. The first was a plan to 
kill President Kennedy by bonTDing (a concealed bomb in the speak- 
er's platform or the speaker's podium) on the occasion of Decem- 
ber or January of 1962 when the President traveled to Miami, 
Florida to address the group of Cuban prisoners who had taken 
part in the Bay of Pigs invasion and who had just been released 
and returned to the States. A second and similar plan to kill the 
President was to have taken place In June of 1963 when the Presi- i 
dent had traveled to Los Angeles for an important speaking engage- 
ment, The subject stated th^t' the first and second plots (above i 
mentioned) had never really becoine serious and that the plans 
never did reach more than just the talking stage . The third and 
final plot, which did in fact end with the assassination of 
President Kennedy, was an offshoot of the other two plans and was 
planned and put into effect by the same group of people, i 

The subject stated that these plots to kill President 

♦ 

Kennedy had each involved several men, some of them Cubans, and 
that all three plots had been based along the same thinking and 
logic . 

At this point the subject asked me if I was aware of the 
fact that the Cuban refugees in the United States had formed and 
organized a great nuii:0:>er of movements, organizations, groups, and 
societies all of which were, in one way or another, dedicated to 
the overthrow of Fidel Castro. Most of these organizations of 
Cubans are either formal or semi-formal organizations with elected 
.Presidents and officers and go .under a variety of names, such as 
"Alpha 66'', "Jure", "Cuban P^^voluticnary Democratic Front", etc. 
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The siiBject made it expressly clear at that time that none of thes 5 
organizations, acting as organizations, planned to assassinate, or 
I in fact assassinated. President Kennedy, Rather, he stated, that 
the Culsans who took an active part in the assassination acted as 
individuals and that they did not all belong to one organization 
or even to two organizations, even though they had all come to- 
gether and become known to each other because of these organiza*- 
tions . 

ht this point the subject became rather nervous and seerae 1 
to be reluctant to continue his description of what had taken ■ 
place in connection with the Kennedy assassination. He asked a 
variety of questions concerning the theories on which Mr, Garrison 
had been working and whether or not we had received or had been 
offered any cooperation by the Central Intelligence Agency or the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, l assured the subject that inso- 
far as the Kennedy assassination was concerned, that this office 
was working entirely independently of any other organization and 
that we did not believe that the FBI or the CIA could be inclined 
to offer us any assistance. This statement seemed to relax the 
subject a bit because, as he said, the information he was about 
to give me, or could give me, was not ' such that it would enhance 
the public image of either the FBI or the CIA. 

At this time the guard in the visitors room at the 

* 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners announced that visiting hours 
were over and the subject and I were forced to take very rapid 
leave of each other. Prior to departing the subject asked me if 
I could possibly stay in town and return during the next visiting 
hours and I assured him that I had no intention of leaving town 
until after he had told me everything he had to say. This con-* 
eluded my first interview with the subject, Richard Case Kagell 
at 3:00 P.M, on April 10, 1967, 
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Upon leaving the visiting area of the Medical Center 1 asked to 
speak to the prison social director Mr. Matthews and to the 
classification and parole officer in charge of the subject’s case. 
Neither of these gentlemen were available to speak to me and I was 
asked to return later in the afternoon to see them and I was also 
asked to leave a message as to the nature of the business I had 
with them. I left word that I wished to make arrangements for a 
privileged attorney-client interview with the subject since I had 
not been satisfied with our meeting in a public meeting room. 

For the rest of the day and during the morning of the next day 
both of these men successfully avoided and evaded my attempts to 
see them in their offices. 


Center for Federal Prisoners and continued my interview with the 
subject, Richard Case Nagell. Without preliminaries Mr. Nagell 
continued our conversation exactly where it had been interrupted 
the day before by asking me what theory Mr. Garrison was working 
on as regards the assassination of President Kennedy. The subject 
apologized to me for having to ask me to explain our theory or 
theories and explained himself by saying that he was very much 
concerned lest we involve him by accident in more trouble with the 
FBI or the CIA. The subject said that he could not afford, at 
this pw)int, more trouble with either of these organizations and 
that he had to make absolutely certain that our approach to the 
investigation of the assassination was not such that, with the 
information that he could give us, would lead him, in his own 
words, into more hot water. 

At this time I presented to the subject the following 
possibility; 

That early in the Castro regime in Cuba, various efforts 
were made by patriotic and anti-communist Cubans, to overthrow 
and/or to assassinate Fidel Castro. That these efforts included 

small guerrila raids launched from the Florida Keys, small attempts 

i 

to land weapons and explosives ir. Cuba for use by the anti-casti 


On Tuesday morning at 8:30 A.M. I returned to the Medical 
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Cubans, and efforts on the part of tnany refugee Cubans in the 
United States to form large organizations to collect money and 
weapons and to train forces for an invasion of Cuba to overthrow 
and/or assassinate Fidel Castro. That much of this anti-Castro 
work was encouraged, sponsored and financed by the Central Intelli- 
gence i^gency and that for all practical purposes these mi seel lane oils 
efforts on the part of the Cubans and the Clh had been totally use- 
less. Mding insult to injury, the Bay of pigs invasion, an 
acknowledged CIA operation, was a total disaster when the Kennedy 
administration decided at the last minute that they could not af- 
ford, publicly, to lend our support to the Bay of Pigs Invasion in 
the form of Air Support and invading troups which had been promise4'- 
to the Cuban invaders. That during the Long imprisonment of the 
Cuban troups of the Bay of Pigs Invasion, the entire invasion 
operation-CiA involvement was publicly investigated and openly 
criticized, and that the Kennedy administration had stated as theii 
final excuse, that world opinion and the opinion of the American 
public was insuf ficiently aroused to justify an armed invasion by 
the United States of the Island of Cuba. That this rational so 
'inflamed many of the Cuban refugees that a group of individual 
Cubans along with a few United States citizens decided to take 
matters into their own hands and to perform an act so violent and 
outlandish in itself, that it would instantly arouse United States 
and world opinion to such an extreme "pitch that an armed Invasion 
by the United States, v^ith United States military forces, would be 
then justified on the Island of Cuba, This single act, designed 
to inflame world opinion, was the assassination of President Kennecy. 
That this assassination was planned originally in such a manner 
that the assassins and/or their fall guy would be able to take 
immediate refuge in Cuba and -hat this, in addition to other evi- 
dence which was intended to come to light, would make the assassi- 
nation look as though it had been designed, planned and executed 
under the orders of the Fidel Castro regime in Cuba, This, the 
involvement of Fidel Castro in the assassination of President 



Kennedy, would then justify an immediate invasion of Cuba by the 
United States military forces. 

Throughout my explanation of the above possibility the 
subject had followed my words with extreme interest and had nodded 
his head vigorously on occasion. He now stated ’'that is absolute- 
ly right*', as a general picture, but of coxrrse there are some fine 
points here and there that you have not covered^’ . He went on to 
say that we were obviously aware of many of these fine points, or 
we would not know as much as we already obviously did. He also 
stated that the evidence which he wanted to give to Mr. Garrison 
was of such a nature as to “'wrap up and put a seal on" the entire 
investigation . 

In discussing the evidence that he wished to turn over to 
Mr. Garrison the subject went into some minor detail as to how he 
came to possess the evidence. The subject stated that for a long 
time he, as a Marxist-Leninist, had worked “for the other side" 
and had worked under the specific control of the Soviet Embassy 
in Mexico City. In this connection, the subject stated that he 
had done a variety of work assigned to him out of the Soviet Em- 
bassy in Mexico City and that he had been briefed by a menOber of 
that Embassy as to the Miami and Los Angeles plots to assassinate 
President Kennedy. As to the assassination in Dallas the subject 
stated that his only connection was to function as a watchdog for 
the Soviet Embassy and to inform them of exactly what was taking 
place and of what progress was being made on a day to day basis. 

The subject vras able, in some manner which he did not disclose, 
to infiltrate the assassination plot and, for a reason of his own 
which he did not disclose, the subject was able to make a tape 
recording of four voices in conversation concerning the plot which 
ended in the assassination of President Kennedy. It is precisely 
this tape recording which the subject has decided to turn over to 
Mr, Garrison as soon as he possibly can. 
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Concerning the content of the tape recording in question, 
the subject stated that it was a tape recording made of a convert 
sat ion of four individuals and that the tape was primarily in 
Spanish although on certain occasions in the tape certain of the 
participants lapsed into English. When questioned as to the iden- 
tity of the persons speaking on the tape the subject stated openly 

that one of them was " Arcacha^'and another individual whom the sub*- 

. /?S 

ject would only identify^" Q . The subject did not wish to go intc 
more detail concerning the tape at that time since he, all during 
our previous conversations, had indicated that our conversation 
could possibly be bugged. 

As to the method of our obtaining the tape recording, the 
subject advised as follows; 

The tape in question, along with a variety of other tape 
recordings, papers and other Items highly Incriminating to the sub- 
ject, are in a box or small trunk which the subject left in the 

and 

safekeeping and care of an intimate/ trusted friend. An arrangement 
was made between the subject and this friend that under no circum- 
stances was this box or trunk or any of its contents to be released 
to any person whatsoever other than the sub jec^ unless the friend 
were to be approached by a person bearing a handwritten letter in 
the handwriting of the subject^ which letter would have to be signet 
by the subject in a certain secret manner. If anyone were to ap- 
proach the friend and attempt to obtain the box or any of its con- 
tents without first having obtained this letter signed in a secret 

manner, then, in that case, the friend had instructions to destroy 

that 

anything and everything/had been left in his safekeeping by the 
subject. 


Mr, Nagel 1 then indicated to me that he was willing to 
whisper to me the name, address and telephone number of the friend 
with whom he had left this evidence but prior to doing so the sub- 
ject asked me to pledge my word that the name, address and tele*- 
phone nuirO^er of the individual would hot be written down in this 
report. He indicated that he was possibility that 
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thi-s report ^ coul4 conceivalaly leave 
this office 2 nd fall into the hands of the FBI or the CIA, The 
subject indicated that if this should happen, he was sure that the 
FBI would charge in on his friend, kick in his front door, and 
harass him into turning over all of the aforementioned material. 
He stated that "this material is my whole future" and indicated 
that he had to be particularly careful of how it was handled. This 
being the case, the name, address and telephone number of the sub- 
ject's friend does not appear in this report but has been turned 
over to Mr, Garrison for use at his discretion* 

The subject and i then entered into a lengthy discussion 
as to how the letter in question directed to his friend could be 
placed into my hands; bearing in mind the fact that the subject 
was not able to deliver to me anything in writing and that ail of 
his outgoing written material was very closely censored. It was 
resolved that there were two possibilities: 

1, That the subject would immediately request of the 
prison officials at the Medical Center that he be granted privi- 
leged attorney-client interviews with me and that if this request 
were granted he would then be able to smuggle this letter to me, 

2. The subject stated that he was scheduled to be sent 
back to Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary within a few days and 
since privileged communications at Leavenworth were much easier 1 
to come by than in the Medical Center, he would be able to hand 

me the letter in question if I were to visit him at Leavenworth, 

The subject asked that 1 return to Springfield within a 
few days to attempt to see him under privileged circumstances since 
in his own words, “time is of the essence". If this effort is un- 
successful then a second effort will be made when the subject is 
transferred to Leavenworth. 



this report^ or copies of 


IMPRESSIONS mn OP UNIONS : The subject, Richard case 


Nagell, is an extremely articulate and well spoken individual v/ho j 
seerris to have full command, of . his senses and total recall of his I 
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I activities aiid cons t ant ly mentions ' dates j times and places that 

pertain to matters concerning this investigation. He is of the 

I opinion that he will be forced to complete his full ten year 

prison sentence, of which six years remain, unless he offers to 

cooperate with the FBI. It is his impression that this cooperatiq!i 

would mean the release to the FBI of all of the material incident 

to his association with the soviet Embassy in Moscow and he is not 

willing to do this. Mr. Nagell stated to me that in six years 

I from now (i.e, when he is released from prison), he will then be 
forced 

/to make a final decision of either leaving this country (United 
States) forever or remaining in this country in good standing 
forever. It is his opinion that everything will depend on how the 
aforementioned box or trunk containing his possessions is handled. 

I received the impression that Mr, JSIagell does not really care, 
one way or the other, whether he leaves this country or not in six 
years since he feels that it is possible for him to live in peace 
either in the United States or in the Soviet Union depending on 
the circumstances at that time. Although Mr. Nagell stated to me 
that he felt no particular loyalty to the United States and had 
worked with the Soviet Union as a matter of principle and personal 
convictions, he also stated to me that the release of his tape 
recording to Mr. Garrison was his first step in seeing what he 
could do to "square himself" with this country. 

At this point the guard in the visiting area announced 
the end of visiting hours and the subject and 1 parted with my 
promise to return to Springfield within a few days to attempt to 
see him under privileged visiting conditions. 

At approximately 11;00 A.M. on Tuesday April 11, 1967 
I returned to my room in the Candlelight Motel in Springfield and 
made arrangements to travel to Kansas city for the purpose of 
meeting with Mr. Lawrence Loftus, an attorney practicing in the 
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State of Kansas with offices in the Hedrick Land Title Corp^ in 
Olathe, Kansas. 

Pioneer Air Taxi Service from Springfield to Kansas City, 
Kansas departed Springfield Airport at 3:30 P.M. that date and 
arrived Kansas City, Kansas at 4:30 P.M. I boarded this flight 
and was met at the Kansas City Airport by Mr. Loftus. 

Throughout the following day, Wednesday, April 12, 1967, 

law 

I remained with Mr. Loftus in his/offices reviewing the procedural 
aspects of the handling of prisoners in both Leavenworth Federal 
Penitentiary and the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners in 
Springfield. Mr. Loftus, who has had a good deal of experience 
with inmates at Leavenworth^ is of the opinion that there will be 
no difficulty in obtaining privileged communications with the sub- 
ject once he is transferred to Lcavenv/orth. He also stated that 
privileged communications should be able to be obtained in Spring- 
field Medical Center but only at the request of the prisoner. 

This was basically the same information which had been obtained in 
Springfield and was confirmed by my research of this date. At 
8:15 P.M. I departed Kansas City on 12th of April 1967 to return 
to New Orleans on Braniff Flight 241. 

Every effort will be exerted to obtain the letter in 
question from the subject and, subsequently, to obtain the tape 
recording referred to by Mr. Nagell. 
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May 12, 1967 


TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM: WILLIAM R. MARTIN, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: RICHARD CASE NAGELL 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 

Springfield, Missouri 

A-16606-H 


On the morning of April 25, 1967, I had a rather 
lengthy meeting with a clinical psychiatrist of this City and, 
with his very valuable assistance, composed a letter to Mr. 
Nagell which, according to the psychiatrist, would be most 
likely to produce the desired results. 

At no time was the psychiatrist given the correct 
name of the subject or his address and, for his part, asked 
that his assistance and cooperation be kept in confidence since 
he did not particularly want to become involved or to have his 
name connected with this matter in any capacity. 

The letter to Mr. Nagell (copy attached hereto) was 
returned to me from the Federal Medical Center with a letter 
signed by Mr. Nicholas stating that the subject had refused to 
accept my letter and that he had requested that all persons be 
removed from his official correspondence list. 
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WJLLIAM R. MARTIN 

COUNSELOR A.T LAW 
iriTERNATrahAl- TR*aC MAST 

MEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


April 25, 1967 


Mr- Richard Cas® Naqell 
A-16606-H 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners 
Springfield, Missouri 


Dear Mr* Nagell: 

After several pleasant and informative visits with you in 
Springfield, ending in the totally chaotic meeting yesterday- 
morning, I feel that i Xnow you wall enough to realise that 
your head will be swimming with doubts and disilluslonments * 

The purpose of this letter is only to close our relationship 
in such a manner that your mind will be at rest and your 
feelings quieted. 

The covering of your case, professionally and competently, 
called for me to be friendly and cooperative with Mr. Nicholas, 
who returned this routine courtesy by extending to us the 
privacy of his personal office. My periferal discussion of 
your case with him was routine and completely in order and was 
confined to matters of record only. Your misinterpretation of 
this is entirely understandable but equally unfortunate and 
was in no way a breach of confidence. 

Had I ,been in the least interested in violating your confidence 
or pressing forward without your advice and consent, you well 
realise that I could have dona so after our earlier meetings, 
and could, in fact, still do so were I not prohibited by my 
own personal standards of behavior. 

In summary, my representation of you has been totally dropped 
and our past conversations concerning this case will continue 
to be, held in strict confidence and no effort will be^made to 
pursue any of the matters which you may have mentioned to me. 




Mr* Richard Casa Nagel i 
April 25, 1967 
Page *2- 


In this regard, at the very least, yon have a right to have 
your rsctind put at rest, and to be told that a strict personal 
in teg re ty has so dictated- 

Inasmuch as Mr* Nicholas is the only person at the Medical 
Center with the background to understand the cause of this 
letter, I am taking the liberty of mailing it to him per- 
sonally, last it confuse, or become sida tracked, in, the in- 
spection process- 

I now ask Mr, Nicholas to please deliver this letter to you 
or to advise me if such delivery is not able to be made. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF PRISONS 
MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS 
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI SS902 


April 28, 1967 


Mr. Wlllla.n R. Martin 

CoujLS(5lor st Lav 
International Trade 
Ifev Orleans, Louisiana 


Be: SmGSLL, BieKsrd C, 

Reg, ITOa A-I6606-H 


Dear Mr* Martin: 

I regret that I nust return your letter pertaining to Mr* JJagell 
in that he has refused to accept it. It appears that his reaction 
is cceipletely out of proportion since he has also requested his 
caseworker to remove all persona on his ofticial correspondence 
list c^ccept sta^alnes and newspapers* 

Your dedication to this man is remarkable. 



Bt S. Nicholas 5 Chief 
Classification & Parole 
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Form ^30 

SPSCIi’J. FIJRPOSS :.LUL ?i)i^U3ST 

*7 ^ 

lEDICAL CEK7ES PC® FEDERAL PRISOIffiRS Date: JUt.H ' 

I request permission to mail special purpose letter to the fol lowing- pcrscJV®3d 
to reciove nail fron that person in roturn: 

Addre s see ' s None : i . /Z ^ 

Street Address: /TLA^ . 

City and State: Zip Code: 7fiH7 

Purpose of Correspondence: /fjt. . 





iJ'PROVED: 


Innate’s ^*^5605© ainSl^glsler 


fkirOli -W 

Ho . — 


Tills fonn is to be ooc^leted by the innate desiring to nail a special purpose letter 
and included Yd.th the lottor by the innate when it is submitted For approval* It is 
to be used For all spocial mailing requests, including letters to addresses not on 
approved correspondence lists. 
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perhaps the not-s©^obl icue rePerer.ee containec; in your 
ol /.uf; i?l would provide the solution or at iec<st 
uisrupt any plan:?* to salt me away permanently in some 
nuthouse* One thln^, iov^ever, is certain: /^ny eliort in that 
respect v. ulci be with my blessing, one-nundred percent, thouj^h 
they vauid oi n>-*tesait y h;^ve to be dlrt-cted a la ig<}ujci*da since 
t he :>u.m oi‘ iningu ns 1 knew th em were rip, ht greneraliy sneakinK 
iis Wt^re the who were mai-.in^ the watch tick. 


^ he oeiert nee 01* only i or your e:yc3 means to inif ly that 
i no nor Willy nilly wish to consolid:<t e my eiiorls with those 
o: Jim. have a duty to Mr. haypreJI that may not coimide 
viith th»‘ plans oi’ the otiier fVirty. 


He/^ar<ls, 

A.G. 

By the*'saltlnf: sway»» he reiers to what he thinks will 
ne the outcome oi the appellate hearin/^ this iaJl with his 
repres»>ntatior leinp, ohurt-appointed ^Calamity Clem”. 


/ 


The upshot of this Is really a lot of thialclng and claiming 
for you* I oan assure you that Wagell trusts your organization 
to do the right thing above al’^iost smy on the face of the earth, 
^ddglng by his statements and orientation, wants proiirt action 
to bring matters to a head. T estimate that If the engines of 
lustlc© are fudldd greased and oiled they will begin to run 
Rmoothly in this Instance. As T see It an American astonaut 
was forced to crash land In a Texas field. Though he wes not 
physically hurt nor did he hurt anyone, we still should have 
seen all available fireman, doctors and hospitals nlaced at 
his disposal. As the news spreed^)» citizens Kmdxxwtttixxtxx 
newsmen and politicians should have engulfed bln, all with a 
smile and eager to help. Instead, the Incident was coraled by 
a bread of IndlTldual Intent on covering there own nrcfsHsi ona1 
i ncomnetence* The landing was branded as treapasslnr, 'Rerts of 
the spacecraft a homing markings useful In a lesral defenfe were 
carted away and no receipt rendered. After beatlng^and a letiyhty 
vrait of anny months a yan^aroo court was celled. In the mean tiri^e 
a national ac cid a nt ha d ocmirred v neca-nse engineers 

r-' nnt advised of the true si y n1 rtf flr gt crash, o r 

Iryncrad eira lane t ions they di d receive. 
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^v’^.lUlua V. T'-T'^sr 


*?hft3© 11^^1319 sliotild b 0 U0i53fiil for cross “Word pus si? 
" I’^T 


Ci 5 dE na^^' o 02 ieB to ^lind- So does tistdo IjE^'JOra 


Tci DTC!^ F^CJT’^A^" >?apT)y ? 


Pete ^elnaii^r >«ppr? 




1:3 


•p?* TtTpT/ p'gT'? sn'^ T0?7^ are rot dor*t thoy co-6 botnet 


7m-\ ^I^My dnce popillsr «t ^^onta Tecia, Cbatiaar -'Madrid, alswHere, 

ordered ir. t^e ^roper riarreriP 


Q ^ ^fe c>»Er?ced art »t ^an Antonia IFS in April. 10^3* 

Q. ^ rg Jure still Il\-lnf In San Juan ’C (^OPJ<^3 C 

- ' *-ea2G Imcwn as TA^IOS snoenlns about 

>^’!ary 25 , 1«6 ; f j[%ck Jtdk) .r 

'T'USSll'*!^ 'tilff ?'*^0W H"*" TlO'KSida’^S? ? 

' .-<5Pags?! ssr.' fj Vj"T(JH^' " In inteiid^'^ to te I’jteroe’iteii 
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RSPORTING OR EQUIPMENT TECHKOLOGY 


Willl&ip Turner 


deraOT^trated capacity for violence) during a period when another 
situation was Deeoralng Increasingly tense* ifot that XYZ* b euperlors 
wanted Bravo's purported ohjectll^e acconipllsted at any time, lalnd 
you5 I'm only expounding the sensitivity of things, the priority 
of things aa I saw them, editor's dptC; ■'•j gup a a of r.csnln^^ y 
t alssi'^ . W33 hs:rilTifx H.7;d OIjs hot to 

to oope f 1 i r ’ .^r ar.r-lEl ,i. of a j;? 

"lo/t at the e&jia 


Anyway, my new assignment related to this, to assl^jt in ascertain- . 


Ing whether or n ot the rumor was true, and if 1 -^ ^ s farther sccpr- 
the identities of those involved, che motive, metiicd, o&o.. ctc- 
r t was 0 b vl ot: s that I wasn't the only guy saddled with this 
I had barely startad f Initiate Inouiry) when I was called to 


the diploffiatle hinterlands*^ nr^p-rfj^^ftdf>nted move In mv el r cum st ances 

t — ~ 

— ‘snd told the rumor was ipdeed trp e, briefe d and .furnished i? 

] ^Eber of ^inntnfTT^rh ml ^ n nt^nrt g d to return to the iT,S. This was 
the cause of toy hasty departure from U. F#, the cause that I was not 
able to tell you as we sat munchln** tacos In the Crreasy Spoon on Oct 
19. Ed itor^ no te: I do recall a trip subject made to embassy, reaeon 

'f?iven at that time was quite different- Oct lO was evldRutly hie 1??st 
J < day before driving back to 

\ I could , of course, fill in a lot of detail to give yon s better 

picture of the situation, bxn tbinTc you will Inderstand why T have 
- neglected to do so* Anyway, I t came to be determined, eventually , that 
the subject was scheduled — that is, originally for the latter 


of Deoember at Vlaml * Apparently, It never pro ceded beyond t^:e 
sta^2:6, t:houyh I wouldn't know because prior thereto, end at 



SSPOMINCJ BQITIPMBHT 
’Tinian ^urrer 3, 


thn tlTe, I was forced to seelr rcfuf^e In the spot w^ere jov sent 
tny tKo of Ifally * ? hoolcs, one of the titled "DjrriaTiilc Cardloirascular- 
’?o^etninf^-or-ct her (which he prchahly llftecl from Pen Franklin's 
library)'** lS dltcr*g note ; The books are only abn-*it a nrank.The 
’'•‘’ece of refitJ^* mist then be his sister anartncnt In Wew York* 

The Ghoul (Oswald, e ditor ) yet made the scene, and 

he did step on stage the following suiMieri the niotivea , met nod, etc* 


^>1 fact everything ercent the In tH** Instance also Pra^ro, bed 


cheriged conslderabl The second affair 'i^as scheduled for the latter 


rcrt of '’epte^rber, ^^robably t>e , at P.C, and (Editor’ r note: 


words here crossed exit could ^It 1= a stor^** 


bv Itself, Wh'-Ch T tbnll endeav or t. n o n 1 r at er ^ t c;yethirrr wlt^ t>c 
•f?er?s that T was at the Fd1 tor's note : Xatc^ i^ttern do oh*="^ 


of the pro’Tjlsed llghr, "-?as assigned to " ^^et rid" 
or **to arrow” or**cet out ocuntry hiibha, hubha” all t beilevo 

o« ^he same 5 nhje^+, h*>t h« hew bellewod be shou'^d hal>, Pose^hiT 

Is the aame balktnw fro’" rao*G onn ,"J would rsther he ar’oPijated 

than comT^it murder and traasoTi-" '’^hc editor wonders how often 
oo'^^em’^ent '^rhentn are on of or 

tablet?’ anpasr In another eonteot as a pet item 0:^ hi ■^“OT section. 

that T was In at the tlp^e” ?eems to be rke,rtioii\r epT^l^’^ned 
as'^bimnln^ hla hntt and sittl^r on 1 ce cako”. Use* T*^"e read sn’'’"ln7- 
”We have a stron»^ rl'^h'*' ar*^' , , * vi’^h rnramoiier” ’ Pon*t i 
te"^3r5 away from borne.” These aupt^or^ the edltor^o nel^-c^-leat ■* 
theory* t get the Impress"' on that pay Is not hlyh In ^h^^’ 

-the chunky ealarl ee being reserved for 'tf^^lB men hack 1m* the ec-- 

r • • ’ 

'^ortebl'^ offices. ** - 
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Oct 8 , 1967 




WTTXiM If fvmm 


Item: A texas-lDased librarian reports on Oot 5 

rirst ^ay 4^ 1964, found pullty, trial appealed, retried. 

second trial, Sept 25, 1966, currently on appeal, with hearing 
to coma up sometime next month 


Item: ^-wife end chlldreri of Bicardo not anoroved correspondents 

or visit ore. *^Keeplng one In doubt about welfare and wheree bouts 
of children cruel but effective device (supposedly stimulates 
spirit to cooperate)*,, holdover from Stone Age... used succesp- 
fully at LTjnirAtuci and other nlaces, ♦ . occasionally falls to 
produce desired results,** 


Item: PCI Is Pield Operations Intelllg:ence , espionage branch 
of Kllitary Intel] le^ence. One Emmett E, Dugan , Oraf ton, Pa, found 
floating in Tokyo Pay 2 / 12 / 58 , "ifet affair,,, covered am suicide. 
Somebody knoKS better. Sane somebody endowed with Plsr Ears and 
highly retentive memory, Hai^e HEFPTJTOTOl? pops up* Kama AOTAMA 
pops up, Hosh washemah at sunset Wednesday, Tom Klppur October 
14, Acronym ZEB (really) and names JA.CK y, OAWOB and KAJI 
WATARU all pon up simultaneously. Same somebody once promised: 
you keep me caged too long, 1*11 take up singing lessons*' " 


Item: CIC referred to ae The Center and to Initiates as The Bird 

Ricardo graduated OTn enter afte r the B-25 crash at top of Claris , 
T'rae given diploma by Til bur Bfucker 1 m Secy, of Arny* 



<3 


Item: Clay will be slurred as fruit,. \ Are others with greater 
nr ernal role who conceivably could be burned u n with out 
unusfcal~e^oft. Role not considered suffloiiait justification 
for 10**20 yr,! sentence 
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K G, Gl^EENSTEtK PUBLICATIONS 




^(^tpmeni ^ime5 


1812 Floral Drive 
September 15 f 


Attn: tefllobert Sclieer 
Ramparts JJagazlne 
301 Broadway 

San Praneisco, Cal, 94133 


Reply to: R,0* Box 1670 
^^llTnington,J)el, 19399 

* Wilmms»on, D©L 19803 • [302) 475-6397 



Gentlemen; 


Enclosed la the first draft installment of *^A ‘Tour 
of the Pcnrth Reich , This type of article Is far 
afield of my area of publication, but if used I should 
like (only) a credit line to A,0, Crreenstein Publications, 
1 ming ton , Del , 


The balance of the draft lAcli runs to some 40 pagea Is 
available and various supporting and explaining do cumenes 
as well. Perhaps I should not chance to editorialize about 
the materials, but 1*11 say anyway that * you wori^t be 
disappointed*. 

If all goes according to the c^rres T have IndV-^ated, 
then could I expect to figuaratively beer the roar of the 
pressed on their 3CX)M run by November Issue? 



Very truly yours, 
Arthur G, Greenstein 




. 1 ^ 







0/fim 

Hj i£ju r ^ 






y ^ 




^CjfUipmeni 


ime& 


Reply to: a. a ghknstein pubucatiohs 

T.O. 1670 
Wil'ulcffto'i, Del, 


1812 Floral Drive • Wilmington, Del. 19803 • (302) 475-6397 


September 17, 1967 


Mr. WilliaT!) W. Turner 

RA?Q>4RTS 
301 Proadway 

San Francisco, Cal. 94133 


Dear Mr. Turner: 

On September 15 I mailed some matetials to the attention 
of your Mr. Robert Scheer, as m-^naglng editor. After rendilng 
the September dated issue of Ramparts over the veek end, I 
clearly see that you apnear to be a highly qualified person 
to utilise these materials. ”The Press Versus Garrison” 
and the review opOllestad^s boolc make for a telling one- 
two punch In relation to what I submitted. I*d therefore 
suggest you see Kr. Scbeer about the papers which are Just 
five dov.ble spaced sheets given an arbitrary title by me 
of ”a Tour of the Fourth Reich”. 

For my part I*m standing at the ready to send on photostats 
of the balance of the ”Tour”, the final page carrying a 
notary seal. This will not exhaust my records or factual 
materials. As stated InJI^r letter of Sept. 15 to Mr Scheer 
I do require that a credit line be given In the article to 
A. G. Greensteln Publications, Vilmlngton, Pel. 

If Ramparts has doubts or questions, please at lease allow 
me to submit my fxirther comments or explanations before 
dropping the issues that you will see raised In the ”Tour”. 

# 

I an not at the 475-63^'^ durln^^ normal business hours, 
calls prove necessary they should be placed in the evenings 
or on the week end. 




Very truly yours. 


Arthur G. Oreennteln 




"or the eyes o £ Wiliiajn W. Turner . , > 
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^BPOBTIK“a ON SQUIPMMT TEG’TNOIOGY 


'A 


^1- 


William ¥• Ttirner Sul^Ject's Letter of Sept 17, 196? 


The business I had with the three people referred lia the 
^ jenduta~aforeaald^ was the principal reason for mr _tri4L 
rn eaitorj > Hoygi^er, other than to mention 

that one of them was orflcially an employee of La Affencia 
tCIA- editor) ( and ae 1 fotad out later, unofficially an employee 
of XYY),( the re is nothin^ in correspondence to show name actually 
used for hoc ^oil^ editor ) , there is no need to ^o Into 

this, since that Dusiness came to an abrubt end along about th^ 
time I changed residence- { The change of residence I believe 
wR,s a move fvi& -Tan n f iq 62 from Hotel Luma to T^otel mg yajia 
editor ), Tt is the ensuliig ' assignment , after my returnTo ' 
bordello — I understand he had a key to every room- 
thst Is particularly germane- ( Wally is Worth Walrod, Jr* 
of at* Louis- Was Impcra^jnatlng a heart specialist, but pos- 
sibly onlv to make out better with the ^als) 


Tt seems that during the first week of October XYZ had rotten 


word or picked un a rumor to the effect that the subject so oftan 


adduced to in my memo (writ, editor^ was bein^r discuesed in earnest 


_by members of a certain group which had branch offices or affiliateE 


'XU 


located in D.P. and the TTnited States, bes ides other places - Its 
»"eadquarters or main base might, have been situated In T).F- also^ 
though T"m not sure -This groun, hereafter referred to as "^ravo^t, 

ai^ 

in liau of its proper desi^atlon, was according to TYZ, receivino- 
financial support froni i/^-Afeencla* - * • - f or what effort or nurnose 
I have abeolutely no Idea. I did know, however, that D.F.^Rrnvo 
was engaged In little more tcan such random ventures as tossing 
homemade bombs (one of which failed to explode) at or near the 
facilities occupied by Its foe, And It wss this fact, I sutipose, 
that oauBed a oertaln amount of anxiety amongst XTZ* s super io rs , 
lest the ^^earnest discussions'^ give form to something more tan- 
gible than talk ( a potential well -conceived in view of bravo's 

Ti'? 

O. bOX )670 

WiLMlNGiON, 
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WILLTAM R, MARTIN 

COUNSELOR AT LAW 
IMT£^^»AT10nAL TRAQC rwAitT 

KEW ORLEANS, UOUtSfANA 


Mr, Richard Case Nagell l June 1967 

A-16606-H 

Federal Medical Center 
Springfield^ Missouri 


Dear Mr, Magell; 

I have only just now returned to my office after several 
days absence and have read your two letters of the 19th. 
and the 24th, of May, respectively* 

Shortly after lunch today I had a conversation with Mr, 
Nicholas of the Medical Center by telephone- I told him 
of your last letter In which you indicated that you would 
li^vO to be allowed privi lodged communication with me for 
the purpose of discussing your appeal, the preparation of 
your petition and the accompanying supporting memorandum, 
and in general, to complete the business we had anticipated 
at our last meetlng- 

Kr, Nicholas was totally cooperative and saw no reason why 
this could not be done. After discussing the time element, 

I elected Tuesday, 6 June 1967, as the date most convenient 
for my travel to Springfield, 


I e;cpect to arrive in Springfield at approximately noon of 
that date and shall go immediately to 'see you- 





• 
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L 


WILLJAM F^. MAPtTIN 

GOVNdELOi? at law 
miTGBAAtnBNAL tKAaC- mAfiT 
NEW OnL&AhtS, LOUISIANA 


AIR MAIL 



AIR MAIL 


Mr* Richard Case Nagel 1 
A-16S06-H 

Federal Medical Center 
Springfield, Missouri 




o , , o' 

"Witness: 

'Vs/ Edward Joseph Murphy, Special Agent FBI, El Paso, Texas, 
11 / 19/63 

"/s/ Georg© E, Aiken, Jr Special Agent, F-B, I, El Paso, Texas 
11 / 19 / 63 " 
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